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         Annex H 

Sentence ranges used in the consultation 

Shop theft 

Culpability Harm 
A B C 

Category 1 
Above £1,000  
 
Starting point 
based on  £2,500 
 

Starting point      
36 weeks’ custody  
 
 
Category range 
26 weeks’-4 years’ 
custody  

Starting point         
High level 
community order  
 
Category range 
Medium level 
community order -
36 weeks’ custody 

Starting point          
Medium level 
community order  
 
Category range 
Low level 
community order- 
13 weeks’ custody 

Category 2 
£250 to £1,000 
 
 
Starting point 
based on £500 

Starting point          
13 weeks custody  
 
 
Category range 
High level 
community order -1 
year’s custody 
 

Starting point         
Medium level 
community order  
 
Category range 
Low level 
community order– 
26 weeks custody 

Starting point          
Band C fine  
 
 
Category range 
Band B fine –
Medium level 
community order  
 

Category 3 
Up to £250  
 
 
Starting point 
based on £125 
 

Starting point          
High level 
community order 
 
Category range 
Low level 
community order-
13 weeks custody  
 

Starting point         
Low level 
community order  
 
Category range 
Band B fine- High 
level community 
order 

Starting point          
Band B fine  
 
 
Category range 
Discharge -Low 
level community 
order 
 

 

General theft 

Culpability Harm 
A B C 

Category 1 
£50,000 or more  
 
Starting point 
based on  
£250,000 

 

Starting point         
5 years’ custody  
 
Category range 
3-6  years’ custody 

 

Starting point          
3 years’ custody  
 
Category range 
1-4 years’ custody 

Starting point          
1 year’s custody  
 
Category range 
26 weeks’ –1 year 
6 months’ custody 

Category 2 
£5,000 to £50,000 
 
Starting point 
based on £25,000 

Starting point          
3 years’  custody  
 
Category range 
1-4 years’ custody 

Starting point          
1 year’s custody  
 
Category range 
26 weeks’-2 years 
6 months’ custody 

Starting point          
13 weeks’ custody  
 
Category range 
Medium level 
community order-1 
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year’s custody  
 

Category 3 
£500 to £5,000  
 
 
Starting point 
based on £2,500 

 

Starting point          
36 weeks’ custody 
 
 
Category range 
13 weeks’-2 years’ 
custody  
 

 

Starting point          
High level 
community order  
 
Category range 
Low level 
community order-1 
year’s custody 

Starting point         
Medium  level 
community order  
 
Category range 
Band B fine -13 
weeks’ custody  
 

 
Category 4 
Up to £500 
 
 
Starting point 
based on £250 

Starting point         
High level 
community order  
 
Category range 
Medium level 
community order –  
1 year’s custody 

 

Starting point          
Medium level 
community order 
 
Category range 
Band B fine –13 
weeks’ custody 

Starting point          
Low level 
community order 
 
Category range 
Discharge -High 
level community 
order 

 
 

Abstracting electricity 

Culpability Harm 
A B C 

Greater 
 

Starting point         
26 weeks’ custody  
 
 
Category range 
High level 
community order -1 
year’s custody 
 

Starting point          
13 weeks’ custody  
 
 
Category range 
Medium level 
community order – 
26 weeks’ custody 

Starting point          
Medium level 
community order  
 
Category range 
Low level 
community order –
High level 
community order 
 

Lesser Starting point          
High level 
community order 
 
Category range 
Medium level 
community order-
13 weeks’ custody 
 

Starting point          
Medium level 
community order 
 
Category range 
Low level 
community order – 
High level 
community order 

Starting point          
Band B fine 
 
 
Category range 
Discharge –Low 
level community 
order  
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Making off without payment  

 

Culpability Harm 
A B C 

Category 1 
£200 and over 
 
Starting point 
based on £500 

Starting point          
High level 
community order  
 
Category range 
Medium level 
community order -9 
months custody 
 

Starting point          
Low level 
community order 
 
Category range 
Band C fine -High 
level community 
order 

Starting point         
Band B fine  
 
 
Category range 
Band A fine- 
Medium level 
community order  

Category 2 
Up to £200 
 
Starting point 
based on £50 
 

Starting Point          
Medium level 
community order 
 
Category range 
Low level 
community order-
13 weeks custody 
 

Starting Point         
Band C fine 
 
 
Category range 
Band A fine – High 
level community 
order 

Starting Point          
Band A fine 
 
 
Category range 
Discharge –Band B 
fine  
 
 

 

Handling 

Culpability Harm 
A B C 

Category 1 
 
£50,000 or more  
 
Starting point 
based on  
£250,000 
 

Starting point          
6 years’ custody  
 
Category range 
3-8  years’ custody 
 

Starting point          
3 years’ custody  
 
Category range 
1-4 years’ custody 

Starting point          
1 year’s custody  
 
Category range 
26 weeks’ –2 
years’ custody 

Category 2 
 
£5,000 to £50,000 
 
 
Starting point 
based on £25,000 

Starting point         
3 years’  custody  
 
Category range 
1-4 years’ custody 
 

Starting point          
1 year’s custody  
 
Category range 
26 weeks’-2 years 
6 months’ custody 

Starting point          
13 weeks’s custody 
 
Category range 
High level 
community order-1 
year’s custody  
 

Category 3 
 
£500 to £5,000  
 
Starting point 

Starting point          
36 weeks’ custody 
 
 
Category range 

Starting point          
High level 
community order  
 
Category range 

Starting point          
Medium  level 
community order  
 
Category range 
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based on £2,500 
 

13 weeks’-3 years’ 
custody  
 
 

Medium level 
community order-1 
year’s custody 

Band C fine -13 
weeks’ custody  
 
 

Category 4 
 
Up to £500 
 
Starting point 
based on £250 

Starting point          
High level 
community order  
 
Category range 
Medium level 
community order –  
1 year’s custody 
 

Starting point          
Medium level 
community order 
 
Category range 
Band B fine –13 
weeks’ custody 

Starting point          
Low level 
community order 
 
Category range 
Discharge -high 
level community 
order 
 

 

Going Equipped 

 

Culpability Harm 
A B C 

Greater 
 

Starting point          
1 year’s custody  
 
 
Category range 
26 weeks’ -18  
months’ custody 
 

Starting point          
26 weeks’ custody  
 
 
Category range 
High level 
community order – 
1 year’s custody 

Starting point          
High level 
community order  
 
Category range 
Medium level 
community order –
26 weeks’ custody 
 

Lesser Starting point         
26 weeks’ custody 
 
 
Category range 
High level 
community order-1 
year’s custody 
 

Starting point          
High level  
community order 
 
Category range 
Medium level 
community order – 
26 weeks’ custody 

Starting point          
Band B fine 
 
 
Category range 
Discharge –
Medium level 
community order  
 
 

 

 


